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BRACEBRIDGE ART in the HEART Returns

BRACEBRIDGE, ONT — The Town of Bracebridge, along with partners Muskoka Arts and Crafts and
Muskoka Small Business Centre are pleased to announce the Call For Entry for the second season of Art
in Heart. This initiative was originally launched in 2008 and is designed to assist new artists by providing
them with an opportunity to showcase their work while at the same time creating a new attraction in the
core of Bracebridge.

The program for 2009 has some exciting opportunities. According to Cheryl Kelley, the Town’s Director of
Economic Development, “Last summer’'s successful two week pilot program gave us some valuable
experience. Based upon the feedback we received from the public, the artists and downtown business
owners, we have expanded this year’'s event to encompass seven weekends in total. We're also
finalizing details on an additional component to the event, particulars of which will be announced in a few
weeks.”

Art in the Heart is proposed to take place in the alleyways and public spaces along Manitoba Street on
Saturdays and Sundays from July 11 until August 23.

One of the most unique components to the Art in the Heart program is the business support that the
artists receive. Deena Brock the Managing Consultant for the Muskoka Small Business Centre said, “We
are able to provide these new and emerging artists with coaching and guidance in submitting their
applications. Once they are approved, we will be hosting a customized workshop to ‘ready’ them for
presenting themselves and their art to the public.”

Elene Freer, Curator/Coordinator for Muskoka Arts and Crafts indicated that, “This year, artists will be
given about 6 weeks in which to complete their application. This is a critical stage of the process as the
application must demonstrate that the artist meets the criteria of the program.” Muskoka Arts and Crafts
will collect the entries that will later be juried by a group of professional artists.

The call for entry is available through any of the partners or their websites. Deadline for applications is
March 16, 2009. A direct link to the program website is found at www.theheartofmuskoka.com, Click on
the Art in the Heart logo.
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For further information contact:

Cheryl Kelley, Director of Economic Development

705-645-5264

www.bracebridge.ca Deena Brock, Managing Consultant, Muskoka
Small Business Centre

Elene Freer, Curator, Muskoka Arts & Crafts Inc. 705-646-9021

705-645-5501 www.muskokaenterprisecentre.com

www.muskokaartsandcrafts.com

About Bracebridge — The Town Bracebridge is Muskoka's fastest growing urban municipality with a current

population of over 15,600 that increases to over 30,000 during the summer months. Bracebridge, “the Heart of
Muskoka”, offers citizens unique quality of life through its location in the centre of Muskoka, a world-renowned pristine
natural environment. The community has a diversified economic base with numerous educational, social,
recreational and cultural resources. The Town is positioned on the 45" parallel, halfway between the Equator and
the North Pole, and is recognized as Santa’s summer home.
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